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The Senate met at 4 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Eternal God, stay close to us, and we
will have no need to fear. Enable us to
feel the joy of Your saving presence.
You have been our refuge in ages past.
You continue to be our hope for the
seasons to come.

Inspire our Senators to live with a
sense of accountability to You. Remind
them that You are the only con-
stituent they absolutely must please.
Lord, help them to emulate the depths
of Your caring in their relationships
and responsibilities, ever seeking to
glorify Your Name.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
ERNST). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————

NOMINATION OF JUSTIN GEORGE
MUZINICH

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
this will be a busy week here in the
Senate. We begin by making more
progress on the President’s nominees.
Later today, we will vote to advance
the nomination of President Trump’s
choice to serve as Deputy Secretary at
the Department of the Treasury, Jus-
tin Muzinich. This nomination was re-

Senate

ported favorably by our colleagues on
the Finance Committee earlier this
year. Chairman HATCH has character-
ized the nominee as ‘‘qualified, com-
petent, and ready to get to work.”

As we speak, of course, Mr. Muzinich
is already serving as senior counselor
to Secretary Mnuchin. He is drawing
on years of experience in financial
management and putting that experi-
ence to work through public service.
The nominee holds an MBA from Har-
vard Business School and a JD from
Yale. He has a distinguished record in
the private sector and as an instructor
at Columbia Business School.

As the Treasury Department con-
tinues its work implementing the new
Tax Code, developing foreign sanctions,
and in a variety of other important
areas, it is more important than ever
that the Deputy Secretary position be
filled; therefore, I would urge each of
my colleagues to join me in voting to
fill that vacancy with this well-quali-
fied nominee as we advance his nomi-
nation later today.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
have spoken on the Senate floor on a
number of occasions recently about the
migrant crisis on our southern border
and tried to shed a little more context
and light on what is happening there
and why this is so important not only
to the United States but to our neigh-
bors to the south, as well as Central
America.

I know there is this idea out there
that all we need to do is build more in-
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frastructure along the border, and
somehow this problem will be resolved.
I am here to say that is not the case.
The border infrastructure that some
people such as the President call a
wall, others call a fence, is certainly a
critical piece of the puzzle, but it is
much more complex than that, and it
affects not only public safety in the
United States, it affects our economy
and jobs in the United States.

While the focus happens to be on
what is happening in Tijuana or an-
other flash point across the border,
what I would encourage us all to do is
not just take a narrow focus but pull
back to, let’s say, a 30,000-foot perspec-
tive and try to understand all this in
context. We know, unfortunately,
sometimes in the political arguments
that are given, the facts get missed or
misconstrued, and sometimes political
expediency is inconsistent with our
need to do the hard work necessary to
find a right solution. This, of course, is
part of the general debate we have
about what should be our immigration
policies in the United States.

I, personally, believe legal immigra-
tion has been to the benefit of our
country. Virtually all of us came from
somewhere else at some point in our
family history, but the important
point is, legal immigration is very dif-
ferent from uncontrolled illegal immi-
gration, which is what we are seeing
still flooding across our southern bor-
ders, when the public is paying atten-
tion and when things like the migrant
crisis in Tijuana has occurred. The fact
is, this is a daily occurrence. It is not
just large caravans of migrants from
Central America. We have
minicaravans showing up on a daily
basis, and these problems certainly
aren’t going away.

I have the honor of representing
about 28 million Texans, 40 percent of
whom are Hispanic, but I also rep-
resent a large number of Indian Ameri-
cans, Vietnamese Americans, Chinese
Americans, and Korean Americans. In
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